AMENDMENTS TO THE ABSTRACT 


Please amend the Abstract as follows: 

ABSTRACT 

METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR CONTROLL I NG PROCESSING ENTITIES, SUCH 
AS D I STRIBUTED SIGNALL I NG GATEWAYS 

A method of controlling a local process that forms part of a first processing entity 
such as a signall i ng gat e way , where the said first processing entity mainta i ning maintains 
a plurality of associations with a plurality of remote processes in a second processing 
entity such as a appl i cation sorvor. Tho method comprises tho stops of: receiving a 
failure message from a remote process indicating a fault affecting an association linking 
the local process with that remote process; queueing data messages destined for that 
remote process; controlling the transmission of an acknowledgement of the failure 
message so that data messages pending on the association are received at that remote 
process before the acknowledgment of the failure message; and initiating a traffic 
diversion to set up an alternate path between said the first processing entity and said the 
second processing entity for queued data messages. Tho l oca l procossos can bo 
s i gna l l i ng gat e way proc e ss e s having a common po i nt code or s e t of point codes and th e 
remote procossos can bo appl i cat i on sorvor procoss o s having a common routing koy . 
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